§1776.11

§1776.11 Revolving loan fund.

The grant recipient shall establish
and maintain a revolving loan fund for
the purposes set forth in §1776.12. All
loans made to loan recipients shall be
drawn from the revolving loan fund.
The loans shall be serviced, and the re-
volving loan fund shall be maintained,
as set forth in §1776.17.

§1776.12 Use of HWWS grant proceeds.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
the next paragraph, HWWS grant pro-
ceeds shall be used solely for the pur-
pose of providing loans to eligible indi-
viduals for the construction, refur-
bishing, and servicing of individual
household water well systems in rural
areas that are or will be owned by the
eligible individuals.

(b) A grant recipient may use HWWS
grant funds to pay administrative ex-
penses associated with providing the
assistance described in the imme-
diately preceding paragraph.

(c) A grant recipient may not use
grant funds in any manner inconsistent
with the terms of the grant agreement.

§1776.13 Administrative expenses.

(a) Subject to the limitations pro-
vided in paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) of
this section, the grant recipient may
use grant funds to pay administrative
expenses associated with providing
HWWS loans.

(b) Administrative expenses incurred
in any calendar year which exceed 10
percent of the HWWS loans made by
the grant recipient during that same
period do not qualify for reimburse-
ment.

(c) Administrative expenses incurred
prior to the execution of the grant
agreement by RUS do not qualify for
reimbursement.

(d) Allowability of administrative ex-
pense costs shall be determined in ac-
cordance with 7 CFR 3019.27.

Subpart C—HWWS Loans

§1776.14 Eligibility to receive a HWWS
loan.
(a) The loan recipient must be an eli-
gible individual.
(b) The loan recipient must either
own and occupy the home being im-
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proved with the proceeds of the HWWS
loan, or be occupying the home as the
purchaser under a legally enforceable
land purchase contract which is not in
default by either the seller or the pur-
chaser.

(¢) The home using the water well
system being funded from proceeds of
the HWWS loan must be located in a
rural area.

(d) The water well system being fund-
ed from the proceeds of the HWWS loan
may not be associated with the con-
struction of a new dwelling.

(e) The water well system being fund-
ed from the proceeds of the HWWS loan
may not be used to substitute for water
service available from collective water
systems. Example: Loan recipient
wishes to restore an old well which had
been abandoned when the dwelling was
connected to a water line belonging to
a water district.

() A loan recipient must not be sus-
pended or debarred from participation
in Federal programs.

§1776.15 Terms of loans.

(a) HWWS loans under this part—

(1) shall have an interest rate of 1
percent;

(2) shall have a term not to exceed 20
years; and

(3) Shall not exceed $8,000 for each
household water well system.

(b) The grant recipient must set forth
the HWWS loan terms in written docu-
mentation signed by the loan recipient.

(c) Grant recipients must develop and
use HWWS loan documentation that
conforms to the terms of this part, the
grant agreement, and the laws of the
state or states having jurisdiction.

§1776.16 Loan servicing.

(a) If RUS determines that HWWS
loans may be serviced by CSC, then the
grant recipient will enter into an
agreement with the Centralized Serv-
icing Center for servicing all HWWS
loans made from the revolving loan
fund. All HWWS loan payments will be
received by and processed at the Cen-
tralized Servicing Center. The grant re-
cipient will be charged a fee for this
service, and such fee should be included
in the projected financial statements
and work plan submitted as part of the
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grant application. This fee may be re-
imbursed as an administrative expense
as provided in §1776.13.

(b) If RUS determines that CSC is not
able to service HWWS loans, then the
grant recipient shall be responsible for
servicing, or causing to be serviced, all
HWWS loans. Servicing will include
preparing loan agreements, processing
loan payments, reviewing financial
statements and debt reserves balances,
and other responsibilities such as en-
forcement of loan terms. Loan serv-
icing will be in accordance with the
work plan RUS approved when the
grant was awarded. It will continue as
long as any loan made in whole or in
part with RUS grant funds is out-
standing.

§1776.17 Revolving loan fund mainte-
nance.

As long as any part of the HWWS
grant remains available for lending,
and loans made from the revolving loan
fund have an outstanding balance due,
the grant recipient must maintain the
revolving loan fund for the purposes set
forth in §1776.13.

(a) All HWWS grant funds received by
a grant recipient must be deposited
into the revolving loan fund.

(b) The grant recipient may transfer
additional assets into the revolving
loan fund.

(c) All cash and other assets of the
revolving loan fund shall be deposited
in a separate bank account or ac-
counts.

(d) No cash or other assets of any
other fund maintained by the grant re-
cipient shall be commingled with the
cash and other assets of the revolving
loan fund.

(e) All moneys deposited in such
bank account or accounts shall be
money of the revolving loan fund.

(f) Loans to loan recipients are ad-
vanced from the revolving loan fund.

(9) The revolving loan fund will con-
sist of receivables created by making
loans, the grant recipient’s security in-
terest in collateral pledged by loan re-
cipients, collections on the receivables,
interest, fees, and any other income or
assets derived from the operation of
the revolving loan fund.

(h) The portion of the revolving loan
fund that consists of HWWS grant
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funds, on a last-in-first-out basis, may
be used for only those purposes set
forth in this part.

(i) The grant recipient must submit
an annual budget of proposed adminis-
trative costs for RUS approval. The
amount removed from the revolving
loan fund for administrative costs in
any year must be reasonable; must not
exceed the actual cost of operating the
revolving loan fund, including loan
servicing and providing technical as-
sistance; and must not exceed the
amount approved by RUS in the grant
recipient’s annual budget.

(J) A reasonable amount of revolved
funds must be used to create a reserve
for bad debts. Reserves should be accu-
mulated over a period of years. The
total amount should not exceed max-
imum expected losses, considering the
quality of the grant recipient’s port-
folio of loans. Unless the grant recipi-
ent provides loss and delinquency
records that, in the opinion of RUS,
justifies different amounts, a reserve
for bad debts of 6 percent of out-
standing loans must be accumulated
over three years and then maintained
as set forth in the grant agreement.

(k) Any cash in the revolving loan
fund from any source that is not need-
ed for debt service, approved adminis-
trative costs, or reasonable reserves
must be available for additional loans
to loan recipients.

(I) All reserves and other cash in the
revolving loan fund not immediately
needed for loans to loan recipients or
other authorized uses must be depos-
ited in accounts in banks or other fi-
nancial institutions. Such accounts
must be fully covered by Federal de-
posit insurance or fully collateralized
with U.S. Government obligations, and
must be interest bearing. Any interest
earned thereon remains a part of the
revolving loan fund.
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